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Remodeling
explores a 1950s
Contemporary-style
home
By John Byrd
SPECIAL TO THE FAIRFAX
COUNTY TIMES

20 years ago, Chip Mellor and
Alison Ling had found just what
they had been looking for when
they purchased a circa-1950s Contemporary on a quiet street in Lake
Barcroft.
At approximately 2,400-squarefeet, the house seemed spacious
enough for a family of four. Also,
the floor plan was practical – which
had been the architect’s intention
when this Eichler-style design was
first introduced to an eagerly suburbanizing America.
“It’s a home style that’s somewhat derivative of the Bauhaus,”
observes Roger Lataille, Senior
Design Consultant at Sun Design
Remodeling whom the Mellors
called in to discuss an improvement agenda. “Fundamentally,
it’s a post-and-beam design which
emphasizes simplicity.”
That had certainly been fine
with Mellor and Ling, two busy
professionals trying to raise a family and pursue careers.
The first-level floor plan, for
instance, made it easy for either
parent to access the 170-squarefoot galley kitchen situated just to
the right of the foyer, but with a
separate doorway linking the dining room.
Like all mid-century “open”
plans, the neat kitchen-dining
room-living room configuration
relied on understated spatial zoning cues. Hence, there are views
out the rear-north-facing elevation
and a generous fireplace on the
adjacent living room wall; Focal
points that inspire circulation.
In keeping with period decorum, however, the galley kitchen

was a utilitarian affair – mostly
hidden behind floor-to-ceiling interior walls. As time went on – despite periodic remodeling – it had
come to feel rather clogged and
problematic.
For starters, when a kitchen’s
footprint is “tight,” the users begin to improvise. Thus, a small
4-by-2 closet – technically in the
foyer – had become the kitchen
pantry. Other exposed surfaces
gradually became semi-permanent
sites for useful items that had no
other place to go.
A kitchen remodel of 15 years
back had introduced an L-shaped
counter surface, and there was still
a spot against the interior wall for
a cafe table. Not surprisingly, the
table had been immediately re-deployed as a meal-staging platform
incorporated into a work routine
that had the chef-of-the-day constantly moving between the refrigerator and the stove inconveniently
situated on opposite sides of a toonarrow room.
The earlier attempt to brighten
up the space had also proven less
than satisfactory, since all that the
new window offered was a view
of the neighbor’s siding.
Overall, the couple had come
to conclude that there was no clear
way to improve either the dysfunctional work triangles or the lack of
storage. Moreover, the entire firstlevel – which included a dated
ceramic-tile foyer – appeared to
Mellor and Ling to offer only limited aesthetic horizons.
It was at this juncture that Lataille and members of his design
team were called in for a chat.
“We wanted a brighter, more
functional kitchen better integrated
into the first-level living area,”
Chip Mellor recalls. “On the
surface, our wish list was pretty
basic: better storage, switch to a
gas range, organized appliances
to support smarter work patterns.
What we couldn’t quite envision
was how it would look. There
were some interior design potentials we couldn’t quite identify.”
“What’s fascinating about the
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Sun Design Remodeling’s arts-and-crafts style “open” kitchen perfectly rationalizes the single-gable, post-and-beam interior of the home’s original 1950s Contemporary architecture. The new plan fits the footprint of the former galley kitchen
exactly, yet allows much more light and interaction. The outer perimeter of the island accommodates three stools and
serves the living room as needed.
1950s Contemporary,” Lataille
observes, “is that architects working in this style often left the rafters exposed so that the structural
and aesthetic dimensions were visually merged. In many ways, this
is a design principle very similar
to Craftsman-style – which started
in California in the early 20th century and voiced a similar manifesto: reveal the underlying beauty
of how the house is constructed.”
Encouraging Lataille’s thought
process was Mellor and Ling’s
partiality to western-flavored collectibles.

“There were arts-and-crafts
style furnishing, copper and
bronze pots and plates, as well as
Aztec and Native American art.
I soon found out the family frequently spends time in the Western U.S., so I had the design team

begin sketching ideas that made
a more stylistic statement of the
exposed beams already in place,”
Lataille recalls. “This obviously
struck a chord with Chip and Alison, and an inspired collaboration
soon got underway.

Structurally, one of the project’s central facts would be a vertical support beam in the interior
corner of the existing kitchen.
“When we presented draw-
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Granite-topped elevated bookcases also double as serving stations for the adjacent dining
room. The corner windows on either side of the sink are sighted on a fishpond and surrounding flower beds in the front yard.

CALLING ALL RESTAURANTS!
The Greater Reston, Loudoun, Arlington and Prince William Chambers
of Commerce are excited to present Northern Virginia Restaurant
Week from March 20-27, 2017. This is THE week to get all of our
local foodies in your front door and at your tables!
Last year approximately 70 restaurants joined us - and some reported
a 30% increase in revenue! Fine dining or casual, we can make it all
work.

IT’S TIME TO SIGN UP!

Visit http://www.restonchamber.org/northern-virginia-restaurant-week.html
and email your commitment sheet to Ashleigh Dorfman at
ashleighd@restonchamber.org to reserve your space.
Media Sponsor
Lataille’s team designed the copper cook top hood which was fabricated in Indiana. Backsplashes are Durango honed linear mosaic.
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