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Retirees find ideal living plan in
artfully upgraded mid-century classic

PHOTOS BY GREG HADLEY

The cook top island and dining counter of the new open kitchen plan are perfectly
positioned between the dining room and the seating area around the fireplace. Light maple
Shaker-style cabinet facings combined with quartz caesarstone counter surfaces present
clean lines and reinforce the light, accessible ambiance of a room surrounded by windows.

Herre remodeled interior front entrance. At slightly over 900 square feet, the primary
living area to the Herre residence in Hollin Hills is comparatively small. Jon Benson, lead
designer at Sun Design Remodeling, created well-composed wall elevations that use
texture and color to build eye-catching visual rhythms. The effect is to make the space feel
larger. The re-designed hearth features 1-by-1 America Palisades ceramic tile.

Sun Design
Remodeling helps
older couple realize
their dream house
■

By John ByRd
SPECIAL TO THE FAIRFAX
COUNTY TIMES

Two years ago, Jeff and Jenny
Herre, both retired, were living
in a five-level town house in Old
Town Alexandria with a view of
the river. Long term residents,
they were satisfied with all the
house had to offer; collected art
and fine furniture; periodic renovations over several years had extended all the way to the attic.
As they approached their seventies, however, the question of
how much effort one wants to expend getting from room to room
had begun to seem visceral.
“We were wondering aloud
whether we’d still want to be
climbing five flights of stairs in
ten years,” Jeff Herre explains.
“That’s when we began thinking

BEFORE: The original galley kitchen was enclosed in a
10-by-10 space.
about downsizing – and ways we
might concentrate our primary living needs on one level.”
As the research got under
way, Herre saw that cost would
inevitably play a role in their
choices. One-level structures in
and around Old Town were appreciably beyond the family budget.
Looking further out of town, the
options boiled down to: a) pur-
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chase a ready-to-occupy home
(which would come at a higher
price); or b) find an older home
with renovation potential that
could be shaped into a place brimming with personal style.
The later course would entail
finding a creative design/build
team with whom one could collaborate closely.
After assessing available

The only bathroom on the
home’s primary living area
hadn’t been updated in over
forty years.

By reconfiguring walls, the design solution created the
square footage needed for both a master bath and a
powder room.

Northern Virginia properties for
several months, a realtor introduced the Herres to a home in
Hollin Hills, a community of
some 450 houses in Hybla Valley.
Hollin Hills is renowned in architectural circles – even listed in the
historic record as one of the first
communities in the U.S. to feature

modern architecture exclusively.
“In the 1950s, most progressive modern homes were ownercommissioned,” says Roger
Lataille, a design consultant at Sun
Design Remodeling. “But Hollin
Hills was an entire development
focused on the advanced architectural concepts that emerged after
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World War II.”
Part of the enduring appeal
was that architect Charles Goodman and landscape architect Dan
Kiley had sited each Hollin Hills
residence to maximize privacy.
Even though plats are seldom
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A community is more thAn just A plAce you live. The heartbeat of any community is created by the people who
call it home. At Westminster at Lake Ridge, that heartbeat remains strong and vital through the diversity of our members and staff,
and their collective commitment to wellness for the whole person, lifelong learning and community connection. With open spaces
throughout, spacious residences and inviting common areas, you’ll discover a fulfilling and engaged life—plus the peace of mind
that comes with maintenance-free living and a full continuum of extraordinary health services.

Now accepting wait list deposits.
Call 703-496-5914 or visit us today!
Westminster at Lake Ridge is a CARF accredited, notfor-profit, continuing care retirement community.

www.wlrva.org
12191 Clipper Drive, Lake Ridge, VA 22192
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How to keep your
pipes from freezing

Continued from Page B-4
more than one acre, it’s difficult
for your neighbor to see you from
their house, and vice versa.
“We loved the wooded setting
right away,” says Jeff Herre. “The
problem was the house itself didn’t
look like anything we’d want to
live in.”
For starters, there were the
obstructed sight lines starting
from the front entrance. Walking
in, one looked left at interior drywall that defined the parameters of
a 10-by-10 galley kitchen. To the
immediate right: a floor-to-ceiling
exposed brick hearth with a masonry niche designed for fire wood
and to the left, a built-in bookcase
and an odd chandelier. Straight
ahead: an open stairwell descending to ground level.
Further back, a door leading
to the master suite, which included
the home’s original 70-square-foot
tile-clad bathroom. Two closets
less than two feet deep provided
the only wardrobe accommodation.
While floor-to-ceiling windows dominating the eastern and
western wall elevations boasted
a dramatic view of surrounding
woodland, the Herres also soon
learned that much of the glazing
was single pane.
Herre’s question for Roger
Lataille from the start was, thus,
right to the point: “Can you make
the changes we want within our
budget?”
Topping Herre’s wish-list was
an open plan with places for art display that will work well for entertaining; considerations that allow the
couple to mainly live on one level;
a master bath with a walk-in shower
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Winter means toasty fires,
steaming cups of hot cocoa and for many - frozen pipes. Frozen
pipes can lead to major damage,
so it’s important to keep them proContact Javen House
tected when cold air hits.
or Kim House for more
Experts recommend a few tips
information:
for protecting your pipes as the
Javen House
weather turns cold:
javen.house@gmail.com
§
When an overnight freeze
703-201-3388
is expected, slowly run one or
two faucets to keep water moving
Kim House
through the lines.
kim.house@LNF.com
§
Outdoor hoses and their
703-201-8860
connection to water sources are
homesbyhouses.com
particularly vulnerable to freezing
weather. Experts advise consumers unscrew hoses from the outdoor faucet to allow for drainage
and keep outside hose bibs open to
allow water to drain.
§
All outside pipes and hose spigots should be insulated, this
is easy to do with the purchase of an insulation kit from
your local hardware store.
§
Pipes running against exterior walls, like those in kitchens,
are often subject to freezing and typically have little to no
insulation. Keep cabinets under kitchen and bathrooms
sinks open to allow for warm air flow to prevent freezing.
§
Pipes in unheated areas like basements, attics and near
garages are also susceptible to damage from cold. Take
special care to insulate these areas.
§
Heat tape is a great product to insulate water pipes. These
“pipe sleeves” could be as simple as newspaper wrapped
around pipes to keep them warm and insulated.
§
During cold spells, experts recommend keeping your
thermostat set at the same temperature during the night
and day - this helps regulate temperatures and prevent
unwanted expansion.
Content is provided by:

By reconfiguring the existing floor plan, Sun Design created space to a larger master bedroom suite, a master bath with walk-in shower, larger closets, and a powder room.
and a new powder room; additional
storage; a visually compelling interior design; replacement of single
pane windows with insulated double-ply thermal glass.
“There have been significant developments in open floor
plan design in recent years,”
Lataille says. “Part of this is
driven by demand; more people
want spaces that allow for both
privacy and easy interaction.
[Also,] options made possible
by improving technologies. For
instance, a reverse downdraft
vent incorporated into a cook top
works well for homeowners who
want to keep the kitchen open,
unobstructed by a hood hanging
from the ceiling.
This is one factor that has
made a kitchen-centric floor plan
a popular option for a home’s primary living space, and – as was

decided – offered practical solution for amateur chef Jenny Herre,
who enjoys regaling guests with
her original dishes while otherwise fully engaging in the party
all around her.
“We thought an open kitchen
would really work in this house,”
Jeff Herre says, “but we needed
to see well-developed ideas before
moving forward with the purchase.
Enter Jon Benson, Sun Design’s
lead designer, and a master craftsman with several published books
on woodworking to his credit:
“When you’re removing
kitchen walls the goal it develop a
space plan that meets all functional
requirements, yet really supports
the room aesthetically,” Benson
says. “That’s why it’s important
to design elevations that present an
appropriate combination of color,
texture and tone. Every elevation

A mid-century modern dining room table suits the new interior’s style parameters.

is, after all, a composition within
a visual continuum. The composition needs to hold its space within
the whole, yet interact favorably
with all other visual elements.
When this is done correctly, walls
tend to be less necessary – and an
open plan can work well.”
On this score, Benson designed a cook top island and dining counter perfectly positioned
between the dining room and the
seating area around the fireplace.
Custom-designed roll-out trays in
both the island and near the oven
stack provide an effective spacesaving solution.
Light maple Shaker-style cabinet facings combined with quartz
caesarstone counter surfaces present clean lines and reinforce the
light, accessible ambiance of a
room surrounded by windows.
Nearby, Benson’s re-designed

hearth features 1-by-1 America
Palisades ceramic tiles. Dark gray,
the floor-to-ceiling vertical cladding presents an offsetting visual
anchor in a composition otherwise
comprised of light pastels.
The dining room table, within
easy reach of the new island, is in
a stylized mid-century design.
To complement the play of
light throughout the house, frosted
glass doors are employed throughout the first level, including to the
entrance to the lower level which
is now enclosed.
A larger walk-in shower and
double-vanity have replaced the
existing former bath and there are
walk-in closets adjoining the bedroom.
Collectibles from India, Lebanon and Brazil are now on view in
Benson-designed display spaces.

“This really feels like our home
now,” says Jeff Herre. “We’ve
made the transition we wanted, and
[we] are pleased with it.”
Sun Design Remodeling
frequently sponsors design and
remodeling seminars as well
as tours of recently remodeled homes. Headquartered in
Burke, Sun Design also maintains an office in McLean. The
firm will be sponsoring free
seminars at the McLean location Thursday, Jan. 19 5-8
p.m. For more information
visit www.Sun DesignInc.com
John Byrd has been writing
about home improvement for
30 years. He can be reached by
phone at (703) 715-8006, www.
HomeFrontsNews.com or byrdmatx@gmail.com.

Clifton.Great Falls.Springfield.
CarrHomes has all the right moves.

Luxury townhome

and award-winning single
family living in premier
Fairfax County
locations
Up to five acres in Clifton
Estate-sized homes up to 10,000 sq.
feet. From the $900’s
at Clifton Point.
703-598-3095
Spingfield’s only new
townhomes
Three and four level towns
with available full-floor
owner’s suites
From the $500’s.
at Saratoga Towns
703-598-3095
Grand three-car garage
homes in Great Falls
On wooded one-acre homesites
along a private cul-de-sac
From $1.6 million
at The Meadows at Great Falls.
703-598-3095.

CarrHomes.com

