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Plunging into summer
n nPoolside vistas,

outdoor kitchens,
fire pits among
components
integrated into
outdoor play
solution
By John Byrd
SPECIAL TO THE FAIRFAX
COUNTY TIMES

Memorial Day weekend is
over. Your neighbors are wearing white. Summer doesn’t begin
officially for several weeks, but
everyone is thinking about it.
Especially Craig Durosko,
founder and chairman of Sun Design Remodeling, whose 29-yearold design build remodeling firm
has been widely recognized for
innovative outdoor play solutions that, combined with interior
remodeling, seamlessly complement a home’s beauty and functionality in all seasons.
By “recognized,” one means:
80 Contractor of the Year awards
(3 national, 10 regional); two 2017
National Chrysalis awards and 11
regionals; Five “Best of Houzz”
awards; 17 prizes from Professional Remodeler Magazine; plus,
business management plaudits from
Washingtonian Magazine, Virginia
Business Magazine, Qualified Remodeler Magazine and others.
But the most important recognition, however, hails from a
Northern Virginia fan base that
just keeps growing.
“When we started this company, our core specialty was
opening up views and developing visual continuum,” explains
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Sun Design Remodeling caught the homeowner’s vision for
better-rationalized indoor/outdoor relationships, re-designing
the rear elevation to incorporate multiple activity areas. The
14’-by-12’ sextagonal screened porch (right) is a dining deck;
the 30‘-by-25’ upper deck includes a grilling zone.

Vienna - The play area solution at dusk. The homeowner says the new plan has become
the ‘centerpiece of family life.’
Durosko. “That said, creating a
more functional relationship between the house and its setting
has always been the larger proposition. Our challenge is taking
what is there, and completing it.”
Three recent Northern Virginia projects illustrate the remodeler’s diversity.

Poolside oasis
As homeowner Monte Zaben tells it, the rear elevation to
his 9,088-square-foot colonial in
Fredericksburg was so sun-exposed it was uncomfortable sitting
by the pool he had just installed
12 months before.
“We spent about a year trying to picture the specifics of
an outdoor built component that
would make the pool and grounds
a more satisfying recreational ex-

perience but weren’t sure what
would work,” he explains.
After researching options, he
stumbled onto Sun Design’s portfolio, and set up a meeting with
Durosko.
Durosko proposed relevant
ideas from the start, including a
plan to better rationalize the relationship of the house and grounds
by designing a shaded pavilion
outside the home’s lower level.
Combining an extended radius that steps down to the pool
with a vaulted entrance, the pavilion’s architecture is welcoming
and generous.
Tapered craftsman-style piers
support an angular seam metal
roof. Inside, three distinct activity
zones interact: an open-air lounge
just outside the lower level changing area offers a comfortable spot
for eight to ten; there’s a cozy

poolside vista with wicker chairs;
an outdoor kitchen equipped with
a traditional grill and a power
burner accommodates every outdoor cooking need.
As a more practical consideration, the remodeler constructed
an architecturally-appropriate brick
wall to abate sound from exterior
HVAC units, and added a periodstyle heat-screening overhang to an
upper-level kitchen window.
A second-level grilling deck
is now, likewise, under a roof.
Happy with the outcome,
Zaben confesses he enjoys the
outdoor kitchen so much that last
January he was outside grilling
one of his specialties.
“We make regular use of the
outdoor space on just about every
seasonable day,” he adds. “It’s
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Fredericksburg - With its vaulted entrance extending to the
pool, the new pavilion accommodates well-integrated activity
zones while reconciling existing architecture that includes
planters and other outdoor features. Craftsman-style piers
supporting an angular metal-clad roof present a period
ambiance accented with wicker chairs and cafe tables.

RSVP

to schedule
your
appointment.
Spaces are
limited, so don’t
wait!

Attend a FREE CarFit checkup and
discover your perfect“fit”

Friday, June 9, 2017 • 10am-4pm • 700 W Broad St, Falls Church, VA (garage entrance on Lee Street)

P

RSVP to 703-992-9868 or ConciergeFS@kensingtonsl.com

lease join us for CarFit, a free, interactive and educational
program that teaches you how to make your personal
vehicle “fit.” CarFit is not a driving test or mechanical
inspection. Rather, it is a 20-minute fit checkup that will help
increase safety and mobility when you hit the road.

Review the 12 key areas of your fit to your car, such as adequate
space from the steering wheel, proper seat belt use, and properly
adjusted head restraints. Learn how to use and adjust your
safety devices. RSVP to schedule your appointment. Spaces
are limited. For more information, visit www.car-fit.org.
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CarFit is an educational program developed by AAA, AARP, and the American Occupational Therapy Association.
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Ranked - Cities
where income meets
cost of living

THE TOP TEN SALES IN FAIRFAX COUNTY

MCLEAN

MCLEAN

VIENNA

VIENNA

RESTON

1604 WOODMOOR LN,
MCLEAN, VA 22101
$700,000
5 bed, 3 bath

1519 CRESTWOOD LN,
MCLEAN, VA 22101
$2,400,000
6 bed, 5 bath

10211 TAMARACK DR,
VIENNA, VA 22182
$670,000
4 bed, 2 bath

10008 MURNANE ST,
VIENNA, VA 22181
$1,370,000
5 bed, 4 bath

2308 ROSEDOWN
DR,RESTON, VA 20191
$569,000
4 bed, 2 bath

RESTON

FAIRFAX

FAIRFAX

1355 LAKE FOREST CT,
RESTON, VA 20194
$869,000
4 bed, 3 bath

9416 WROUGHT IRON CT,
FAIRFAX, VA 22032
$520,000
5 bed, 3 bath

11426 VALLEY RD,
FAIRFAX, VA 22033
$1,215,000
6 bed, 5 bath

CENTREVILLE

CENTREVILLE

14580 WOODLAND RIDGE DR, 13405 DAY VALLEY CT,
CENTREVILLE, VA 20121
CENTREVILLE, VA 20120
$473,500
$895,000
5 bed, 3 bath
4 bed, 4 bath

Americans are grappling
with high costs of living and
low incomes - in fact, only 11
of the country’s 50 largest cities
recently analyzed have conditions that make for a “comfortable” lifestyle.
The analysis, which considered a 50/30/20 budget that
allows 50 percent for necessary
expenses, 30 percent for discretionary expenses and 20 percent for savings, assessed each
city’s median income and costs
of living, including for housing,
utilities, groceries and transportation. The top five cities where
a comfortable lifestyle is possible are:
1. Virginia Beach, Va.
Median Income: $66,634
Income Needed: $52,650
Surplus: $13,984
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2. Arlington, TX
Median Income: $53,326
Income Needed: $46,420
Surplus: $6,906

very much a part of our lives now.”

Outdoor solution
satisfies savvy client
“Their designer took my
ideas and just made them better,”
Vienna homeowner Steve Alloy
recalls. “Their lead carpenter was
an artist, always finding ways to
elevate a standard construction
solution to a higher level.”
Certainly, the project’s many
handsomely-differentiated architectural elements played a factor
in winning the plaudits of a client
who is also a professional builder.
This consisted of three primary components: a 14’-by-12’
sextagonal screened porch off the
existing kitchen, a sprawling 30‘by-25’ upper deck with grilling
zone, and an elegantly articulated
staircase perfectly integrated to
the flagstone terraces below. The
whole is balanced yet perfectly
scaled, evoking a garden party
setting commingled with accents
of the French Quarter.
The dining porch, for instance, is as perfectly nuanced
as any Bahamian summerhouse.
From the 36-inch knee walls, to
the paneling separated by wrapped
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4. Albuquerque, N.M.
Median Income: $47,030
Income Needed: $42,445
Surplus: $4,585
5. Austin, TX
Median Income: $57,689
Income Needed: $54,631
Surplus: $3,058

Content is provided by:

Contact Javen House
or Kim House for more
information:
Javen House
javen.house@gmail.com
703-201-3388
Kim House
kim.house@LNF.com
703-201-8860

homesbyhouses.com

3. Colorado Springs, Colo.
Median Income: $54,527
Income Needed: $49,415
Surplus: $5,112
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A small niche porch with
cafe table off the kitchen
offers a more intimate
gathering spot.
columns, and the tongue-ingroove decking, these design details define an outdoor space that
is both thoroughly “finished” and
irresistibly comfortable.
Moreover, the glass-coffered
ceiling can be illuminated at night,
while four massive skylights keep
the porch and kitchen sunny during the day. As a convenience, the
custom screen panels are handily
removed at summer’s end.
“We use the dining porch
regularly until winter,” Alloy
says. “It’s a very special place.”
Sun Design’s schematic is
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Alexandria - The Carters were looking ‘graceful ideas to
better integrate indoor and outdoor horizons.’
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BEFORE: The Carters installed the original back porch
shortly after buying the house. The porch roof made the
kitchen darker than necessary. The decking (right) was too
sun-exposed for outdoor dining most of the time.
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To create the shady spot appropriate for dining, Jeremy
Fleming extended the shed roof which is now covered with
an architecturally-appropriate seamless metal.
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The outdoor kitchen equipped with a traditional grill and a
power burner accommodates every cooking need.
also scrupulously functional. The
pre-existing family room connects
to the deck through the double
French doors while the dining
room’s triple course, double-hung
windows invite a panoramic view
of the backyard and pool. The
grilling station – equipped with
everything needed to store, cook,
dice, marinate, stage and serve –
is centrifugally convenient to an
archipelago of dining spots, the
appeal of which follows the sun.
Meanwhile, the project showcases an ongoing revolution in
durable building products.
“All the decking planks are
made of weather-resistant composite materials,” Durosko explains.
Similarly, the black powdercoated wrought iron railing is
exceptionally durable and rust
resistant. So, too is the standingseam metal roof atop the gazebo.
“This has become the centerpiece of family life,” Alloy

adds. “We’ve had parties for over
100 people and it didn’t seem
crowded.”

Completing the
indoor/outdoor
continuum
Paul and Laurie Carter are
quick to acknowledge that their
periodic home remodeling efforts
have been a logical and sequential
response to family needs, beginning with an 18’-by-36’ swimming
pool installed in the back yard of
their quarter acre lot in 2006.
“We wanted a place where
Paul, our son Austin, and I could
enjoy pleasant summers together
as a family,” recalls Laurie. “Our
remodeling changes reflect the
different stages of our lives, and
the lifestyle options we wanted to
pursue in day-to-day living.”

As their son’s circle of friends
expanded, for instance, the Carters hired Sun Design Remodeling
to convert the home’s unfinished
lower-level into a spacious family room and fitness center complete with a billiards table and TV
viewing area. Several years later,
the Carters sought improvements
to the second floor master suite,
introducing a sizable master bath
with a walk-in shower and changing vestibule.
More recently, when Austin
left for college, the couple – now
empty nesters – began considering ways to better integrate the
home’s rear suite of rooms with
its lovely poolside setting.
“The landscaping and mature
trees confer a lot of backyard privacy, so we were looking for graceful ideas to better integrate indoor
and outdoor horizons,” Laurie says.
Enter Sun Design’s Jeremy
Fleming, whose design turned three
rooms on the west-facing rear elevation (dining room, family room
and kitchen) into a handsomelyarticulated open floor plan that utilizes a mid-room food preparation
counter to define activity zones
while presenting a unified interior.
To improve natural light, a
small kitchen window was replaced with a three-part glazing
solution consisting of a 45-inch

picture window flanked by two
20-inch double hung windows.
To provide for outdoor dining, Fleming extended the rear
shed roof over the previously sunexposed decking. The former outdoor dining niche now becomes a
viewing area adjacent to a recently
installed flat screen TV.
With the addition of two
overhead rotating fans, the new
outdoor venue is both intimately
connected to the house and visually linked to the pool and welllandscaped setting.
“We couldn’t be more
pleased with how well the house
has evolved over the years,” says
Laurie. “We look forward to living here long into the future.”

Sun Design Remodeling
is hosting a free Remodeling
and Design seminar Saturday,
June 10 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at their headquarters in Burke.
The company also maintains
an office in McLean. For information visit www.SunDesignInc.com.
John Byrd has been writing about home improvement for 30 years. He can be
reached at (703) 715-8006,
www.HomeFrontsNews.com
or byrdmatx@gmail.com

