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Screened-in porches: The next generation
n nTop design builder

explores fine
architecture and
ideas to integrate
the house to its
setting
By John Byrd
SPECIAL TO THE FAIRFAX
COUNTY TIMES

We have entered the season
for seriously planning your home’s
outdoor spaces, and it’s time to assess the local trends.
For starters, the days of the
minimal backyard footprint are
gone in Fairfax County; today’s
homeowners think of themselves as “less transient” and are
keen on integrating screened-in
porches, patios and outdoor
kitchens into original landscaping that artfully marries the
house to its setting.
“It’s a real renaissance,” says
Craig Durosko, founder and chairman of Sun Design Remodeling
Specialists, and one of the housing industry’s more prescient trend
spotters.
“When we started this company in the 1980s, our core specialty was opening up views and
creating visual continuum. Indoor/
outdoor solutions are a logical extension of what our design culture
has always been about.”
Asked about current projects, Durosko says that Fairfax
County’s more affluent homeowners are actively seeking a stronger
relationship between house and
grounds – an impulse which has
gradually become a passion for
outdoor spaces that can be used
in the hottest days of summer and
fall’s chilliest nights.
“Homeowners want outdoor

The Alger family’s two-level rear elevation solution features a 17-by-16 screened-in porch with an adjacent grilling
deck that segues down a custom-designed split staircase
to a lower level patio integrated with custom planters. The
project’s “built” elements were designed to accommodate
extensive landscaping.
PHOTOS BY BRYAN BURRIS

Black aluminum railing, charcoal gray screens, yellow pine flooring and a beaded tongueand-groove ceiling are among the enduring and weather-resistant materials that distinguish the Alger family’s screened-in porch on their Fairfax Station home. With the help of
overhead fans, shades and portable heaters the family uses the “open room” from early
spring until late fall.
rooms; spaces that are wired for
entertainment, useable for seven
or eight months of the year, and
so easy to maintain that the usual
repair and replacement tasks are
mostly eliminated,” Durosko observes. “Naturally, any modification requiring construction must
also enhance the home architecturally.”
To satisfy the more-demanding criteria, Durosko and colleagues stay on top of a new
generation of weather-resistant
materials, absorbing and applying
fine building techniques that will
shape non-traditional materials
into designs perfectly suited to the
home’s style and setting.

As the standard has risen, so,
too does the need to stay ahead of
the curve.
Screened-in porch, rear decking: weather-resistant materials
finely applied
Fairfax’s Alger family turned
to Durosko for a two-level solution on their home’s rear elevation that would replace a deck that
had decayed from excessive sun
exposure. The project entailed
three components: a 17-by-16
screen porch, a grilling deck, and
a ground-level patio.
To preserve sight lines from
house to backyard, Durosko situated the grilling deck immediately
outside the kitchen door. From the

grilling deck, a stairway descends
to a landing where it splits in two
directions before reconnecting at a
ground-level patio. The patio segues to a hardscape platform featuring an 8-foot stone hearth and
comfortable seating.
Meanwhile, the screened-in
porch construction illustrates how
highly-durable materials can be
shaped to meet demanding aesthetics. A Trex “transend” railing
with black aluminum balusters
was selected, for instance, since
it won’t obscure views by reflecting light. The fiberglass charcoal
screen, likewise, makes it hard
to see the porch interior from the
outside.

Pressure-treated pine flooring,
undergirded with screen mesh,
keeps the bugs out. The fir-beaded
tongue-and-groove wood ceiling lends a natural burnish to the
open-air ambiance.
As a finishing touch: paneled
Hardiboard on the porch’s inside
wall provides a neutral backdrop
for the wide-screen plasma TV
mounted next to a window that
also serves as a food and beverage
pass-through.
Overhead fans and portable
heaters keep the outdoor room
habitable in all but the coldest days
of winter.
“It’s our preferred gathering
place now,” Alger says. “And so
comfortable we can use it from
early spring to late fall.”
Garden party elegance
Not far away, a Vienna couple wanted a decking and outdoor
dining solution to complement the
pool.
Consisting of three primary

components – a 14-by-12 sextagonal screened-in porch off the existing kitchen; a sprawling 30-by-25
upper deck with grilling zone; and
an elegantly articulated staircase
perfectly integrated to the flagstone terraces below – the whole
is balanced yet perfectly-scaled,
evoking a garden party setting
commingled with French Quarter
accents.
The dining porch is as perfectly nuanced as any Bahamian
summerhouse. From the 36-inch
knee walls and paneling separated by wrapped columns to
the tongue-and-groove decking,
crown molding, and decorative
glass ceiling, these design details
define an outdoor space that is
both thoroughly finished and irresistibly comfortable.
The glass-coffered ceiling,
meanwhile, can be lit at night,
while four massive skylights keep
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NOW PRE-SELLING!!!
Craftmark Homes is proud to introduce
a new townhome community worth
getting excited about: Preserve at
Westfields. With new, contemporary,
four-level energy saving designs
with roof terraces near many large
employers, great shopping and fine
dining, you’ll want to be first in line to
see these incredible homes.

Preserve at Westfields
Townhomes from the upper $500s
• 3 – 4 BR & 3.5 – 4.5 BA
• 1 – 2 car garages
• Roof terraces & lofts
• Gourmet kitchens with Quartz countertops & GE®
stainless steel appliances
• Community amphitheater & pavilion, lake, open
green space, & nature trails
• Community retailers
• Wegmans, Costco, Sully Station and Dulles Expo
Center within a 5-minute drive
• Walk to Sully Station & Westone Plaza
• Washington Dulles International Airport and
Udvar-Hazy Center 10 miles away
• Easy access to Routes 28 & 50 and I-66
• Park-like setting with easy access to Chantilly
National Golf & Country Club

BEAUTIFUL
MODERN
FLOOR PLANS
AND ONE OF THE
MOST CONVENIENT
LOCATIONS IN VIRGINIA.

TRENDSETTING
COMING SOON TO CHANTILLY, VA!

• Centrally located to Dulles Tech Corridor
Now Pre-Selling By Appointment from Carver Place
Carver Place GPS: 1316 S. Rolfe Street, Arlington, VA 22204
Preserves at Westfields GPS Location:
4900 Stonecroft Blvd, Chantilly VA 20151

Call for more information: (301) 257-6433 or
register to Llee@craftmarkhomes.com

Brokers Welcome.*

*MUST REGISTER ON SITE AND COMPLY WITH POLICY TERMS.
PRICES AND DETAILS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. SEE
SALES MANAGER FOR DETAILS.
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THE TOP TEN SALES IN FAIRFAX COUNTY

MCLEAN

MCLEAN

VIENNA

VIENNA

RESTON

1807 GREAT FALLS ST,
MCLEAN, VA 22101
$780,000
5 bed, 3 bath

925 MACKALL AVE,
MCLEAN, VA 22101
$2,573,800
6 bed, 6 bath

402 MOOREFIELD RD SW,
VIENNA, VA 22180
$600,000
5 bed, 3 bath

1379 BLAIRSTONE DR,
VIENNA, VA 22182
$1,600,000
6 bed, 6 bath

11320 FRENCH HORN LN,
RESTON, VA 20191
$640,000
4 bed, 2 bath

RESTON

FAIRFAX

FAIRFAX

CENTREVILLE

1608 WOODSTOCK LN,
RESTON, VA 20194
$842,000
4 bed, 2 bath

10921 DECATUR DR,
FAIRFAX, VA 22030
$415,000
3 bed, 2 bath

3511 WISTERIA WAY CT,
FAIRFAX, VA 22033
$699,000
4 bed, 3 bath

14908 GREYMONT DR,
CENTREVILLE, VA 20120
$397,500
4 bed, 2 bath

CENTREVILLE
16813 DOUBLEDAY RD,
CENTREVILLE, VA 20120
$1,325,000
4 bed, 7 bath
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Is your home
ready for
spring?
Spring is a time for renewal,
both for us and our homes. It’s
also a great reminder to check
key areas around the home for
defects or repairs. Here’s a
handy checklist from the nationwide experts at Pillar To
Post Home Inspectors.

Interior
❏❏Check ceiling and surfaces
around windows for evidence of moisture.
❏❏Check caulking around
showers, bathtubs, sinks
and toilet base.
❏❏Verify ceiling areas beneath
bathrooms have no leakage.
❏❏Ensure all stairs and railings
do not have any loose sections.
❏❏Test all fire and safety systems regularly, including
carbon monoxide (CO) detectors.
❏❏Know the location of all gas
shut-off valves.

Heating and cooling
Sun Design Remodeling of
Burke caught the Vienna
homeowner’s vision for
better-rationalized indoor/
outdoor relationships,
re-designing the rear
elevation to incorporate
multiple activity areas.
The resulting outdoor living
solution won both local
and regional “Contractor of
the Year” awards from the
National Association of the
Remodeling Industry.
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the porch and kitchen sunny during the day. As a maintenance
consideration, the custom screen
panels are handily removed at
summer’s end.
“We use the dining porch almost exclusively until winter,” the
homeowner reveals. “It’s a very
special, very lovely place.”
The plan is also scrupulously
functional: the old kitchen window is now re-deployed as a passthrough for food and beverages.
The pre-existing family room
connects to the deck through the
double French doors; the dining
room’s triple course, double-hung
windows invite a panoramic view
from the backyard and pool. The
grilling station – equipped with
everything needed to store, cook,

The dining porch designed for this Vienna home is perfectly nuanced. The 36-inch knee
walls and paneling are separated by wrapped columns; the tongue-in-groove decking, crown
molding, and decorative glass ceiling define an outdoor space that is both thoroughly finished
and irresistibly comfortable. The glass-coffered ceiling can even be lit at night.
dice, marinate, stage and serve –
is centrifugally convenient to an
archipelago of dining spots, the
appeal of which follows the sun.

Family gathering
spot with pizza
oven
“Architectural appropriateness
is always critical in an improvement of this caliber,” Durosko
explains, speaking of a screenedin porch addition to a 25-year-old
stucco-styled residence in Vienna.
“We realized quickly that the best
way to rationalize the re-made
exterior elevation was to match
the pyramid-shaped roof over the
breakfast room. By contrast, the
entrance from porch to patio was
designed as a hyphen between two

The architecturally-sympathetic exterior to the new screenedin porch (far left) integrates perfectly into the home’s existing
Mediterranean style design which features mature landscaping
and a well-developed outdoor activities area.

The Tuscan-style interior to a screened-in porch in a Vienna
home presents carefully articulated “use” zones that allow
ample space for circulation. Glass transoms above doors
reinforce the dramatic visual continuum. The 144-squarefoot “conversation area” defined by wicker furniture and a
tray ceiling affords a direct view of the owner’s well-stocked
Koi pond.

clearly defined enclosed spaces.
This approach enabled us to avoid
too much massing on the rear of
the house, and to keep the scale
accessible and comfortable. Overall, the new exterior presents a
very appealing rhythm.”
To further conjoin house and
garden, the porch design calls
for a ground-level course of local
quarry stone that matches those
used in the existing patio.
Taken as a whole, the owner’s
program concentrates on specifics:
a bug-free family outdoor play
area near the existing patio barbecue; generously unencumbered
zones for dining, cooking and conversation; open sightlines linked to
the well-developed Koi pond and
lovely backyard landscaping beyond.
Given the emphasis on visual
continuum, the plan called to positioning the new porch further
into the backyard so that the pond
would be a focal point from the
sitting area.
“The porch is much more a
product of specific-use requirements than a traditional L-shaped
wraparound porch would have allowed,” Durosko notes.
Moreover, the designated
“use” zones are carefully articulated spatially and architecturally.
The 144-square-foot conversation
area, for instance, is situated below a tray ceiling accentuated in
old wood that outlines the pyramid-shaped roof overhead. A
wrought iron chandelier dangles
down from the center of a perfect
square. The decorative touch reinforces the sense that the seating
area is a separate pavilion within a
sweeping visual continuum.
By extension, the 9-by-12 dining area – which now includes a
wooden table and two benches
under a pair of pendant lights – is
both convenient to sundry food
preparation options and safely removed from any gratuitous foot
traffic.
The room’s piece d’ resistance, however, is the 825-pound
wood-fired pizza oven situated on
the western elevation. Made in
California, the oven was delivered
in large clay sections. To prepare
the site, Durosko and team had to
first design and build a concrete
masonry foundation with a footer
that is some 2 feet below grade.
All additional porch floor framing
extends out from the oven’s necessary undergirding.
The oven also required a
chimney which rises 15 feet on the
outside wall and, in accordance
with local code, is at least 10 feet
from the nearest peak.

“It gets pretty technical,”
Durosko confesses. “But this is
a one-of-a-kind feature that really
suits the neo-Tuscan interior design and – more importantly – it’s
a great source of family fun.”
Sun Design Remodeling
frequently sponsors design and
remodeling seminars as well
as tours of recently remodeled
homes. Headquartered in Burke,
Sun Design also maintains an
office in McLean, Va. For
more information visit www.
SunDesignInc.com.
John Byrd has been writing
about home improvement for
30 years. He can be reached at
(703)715-8006, www.HomeFrontsNews.com or byrdmatx@gmail.com.

❏❏Clean or change furnace filters every three months of
operation.
❏❏Lubricate fan and motor
bearings (only where indicated).
❏❏Check fan belt tension and
listen for unusual noises.
❏❏Keep area around heating and cooling equipment
clear.
❏❏For boiler systems, check
water level and shut-off
valve for leaks.
❏❏Have system serviced annually prior to the start of the
season.

Doors and
windows
❏❏Look for loose or missing
glazing putty.
❏❏Check caulking for deterioration at the openings and
joints between dissimilar
materials (e.g. wood and
masonry).
❏❏Check weather stripping.
❏❏Check for broken glass and
damaged or missing screens.
❏❏Inspect all window and door
hardware.

Roof
❏❏Check for any missing,
loose or damaged shingles.

❏❏Look for open seams, blisters, bald areas on flat roofs.
❏❏Clean gutters, strainers and
downspouts. Make sure
downspouts divert water
away from the foundation.
❏❏Verify the attic has no evidence of any leaks.
❏❏Check flashing (sheet metal
placed on joints of the roof
to prevent water seepage)
around all surface projections, sidewalls and protrusions.
❏❏Trim back all tree limbs
and vegetation away from
the roof.
❏❏Check fascia (board or roof
trim) and soffits (connecting
the roof overhang and the
side of your building) for
deterioration and damage.

Foundation and
exterior
❏❏Check foundation walls and
floors for cracking, heaving, spalling, deterioration
or efflorescence.
❏❏Inspect chimney for loose,
deteriorated or missing
mortar or bricks.
❏❏Check grading for proper
slope away from the foundation.
❏❏Verify basement and crawlspace has no moisture or
leaks.
❏❏Check all wood surfaces
for weathering and paint
failure.
❏❏Inspect all decks, patios,
porches, stairs and railings
for deterioration.
❏❏Cut back and trim all vegetation from structures.
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Contact Javen House
or Kim House for more
information:
Javen House
javen.house@gmail.com
703-201-3388
Kim House
kim.house@LNF.com
703-201-8860

homesbyhouses.com

