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MAJOR REMODELS

ADDITIONS		KITCHENS		WHOLE HOUSE		BASEMENTS

Retirees find ideal living plan in artfully upgraded
mid-century classic
Two years ago, Jeff and Jenny Herre, both retired, were living in a five-level town house in Old Town Alexandria with
a view of the river. Long term residents, they were satisfied
with all the house had to offer; collected art and fine furniture; periodic renovations over several years had extended all
the way to the attic.
As they approached their seventies, however, the question of
how much effort one wants to expend getting from room to
room began to seem visceral.
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MID-CENTURY CLASSIC CONTINUED...

“We were wondering aloud whether we’d still want to be climbing five flights of stairs in ten years,” Jeff
Herre explains. “That’s when we began thinking about downsizing – and ways we might concentrate
our primary living needs on one level.”
As the research got under way, Herre saw that cost would inevitably play a role in their choices.
One-level structures in and around Old Town were appreciably beyond the family budget. Looking
further out of town, the options boiled down to: a) purchase a ready-to-occupy home (which would
come at a higher price); or b) find an older home with renovation potential that could be shaped into a
place brimming with personal style.
After assessing available Northern Virginia properties for several months, a realtor introduced the
Herres to a home in Hollin Hills, a community of some 450 houses in Hybla Valley. Hollin Hills is
renowned in architectural circles – even listed in the historic record as one of the first communities in
the U.S. to feature modern architecture exclusively.
“In the 1950s, most progressive modern homes were owner-commissioned,” says Roger Lataille, a
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MID-CENTURY CLASSIC CONTINUED...
design consultant at Sun Design Remodeling. “But Hollin Hills was an entire development focused on
the advanced architectural concepts that emerged after World War II.”
“We loved the wooded setting right away,” says Jeff Herre. “The problem was the house itself didn’t
look like anything we’d want to live in.”
Topping Herre’s wish-list was an open plan with places for art display that work well for entertaining;
considerations that allow the couple to mainly live on one level; additional storage; a visually compelling interior design; replacement of single pane windows with insulated double-ply thermal glass.
“We thought an open kitchen would really work in this house,” Jeff Herre says, “but we needed to see
well-developed ideas before moving forward with the purchase.
Enter Jon Benson, Sun Design’s lead designer, and a master craftsman with several published books on
woodworking to his credit:
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MID-CENTURY CLASSIC CONTINUED...

“When you’re removing kitchen walls the goal it develop a space plan that meets all functional requirements, yet really supports the room aesthetically,” Benson says. “The composition needs to hold its
space within the whole, yet interact favorably with all other visual elements. When this is done correctly, walls tend to be less necessary – and an open plan can work well.”
Light maple Shaker-style cabinet facings combined with quartz caesarstone counter surfaces present
clean lines and reinforce the light, accessible ambiance of a room surrounded by windows.
Nearby, Benson’s re-designed hearth features 1-by-1 America Palisades ceramic tiles. Dark gray, the
floor-to-ceiling vertical cladding presents an offsetting visual anchor in a composition otherwise comprised of light pastels.
To complement the play of light throughout the house, frosted glass doors are employed throughout
the first level, including to the entrance to the lower level which is now enclosed.
“This really feels like our home now,” says Jeff Herre. “We’ve made the transition we wanted, and [we]
are pleased with it.”
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AWARDS & COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Sun Design Partners with Rebuilding Together
On May 6th, Sun Design staff volunteers teamed up with
Rebuilding Together to build Samuel Avery, a resident of
Arlington suffering from Polymyositis, a new ramp from the
back of his home to the front driveway.
In addition to building the ramp, funds were raised to
perform other various minor repairs to the home. Thank
you to everyone who helped make this day happen!

Mantua Home in Fairfax wins Regionals
We are excited to announce that this Mantua home won
Best Whole House Remodel $250k-$500k out of 11 Eastern States ranging from Florida to D.C.
Originally a 1960’s split-level, Sun Design converted the home into a spacious neo-classical style residence. The makeover provides homeowners with an additional 300 square feet, adding a formal dining
room, expanded kitchen, main-level powder room, butlers pantry, and new foyer area with an elegant
front porch.
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COTY AWARD WINNERS

NARI Contractor of the Year (CotY) Award Winners for 2016
The NARI CotY Awards are this area’s most prestigious award in the field of home remodeling,
design, creativity and problem solving. The local Metro DC Chapter has the highest level of
participation and competition in the country.
Each project is individually ranked by a panel made up of architects, designers and actual
remodelers from outside of the judging area. Winners chosen from the Metro DC Area will compete
at the Regional level. Entries are also submitted and judged on a National level separate from the
Regional area.
This year Sun Design is proud to have won eight awards from the Capital CotY Metro DC Chapter.
In addition to the eight Metro DC Chapter
Awards, we are honored to have won the Southeast Regional Award for Entire House $250,000 to
$500,000.
Our Metro DC Awards include:
1. Kitchen Over $150k 5. Basement Over 100k
2. Interior Over $150k 6. Basement Over 100k
3. Addition $100-$250k 7. Basement $50-$100k
4. Bath $75-100k
8. Entire House $250-$500k
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SUN’S FUN
Save the Honeybee Photo Contest
This June we are hosting a Save the Honey Bee
Photo Contest online!
Email us a picture [heathere@sundesigninc.com]
of your remodeled space with an outdoor view for
a chance to win a $1,000 Williams Sonoma gift
card*.
For details visit:
https://www.sundesigninc.com/summer-contest/

Birds and the Bees
Sun Design welcomed two new family members to
the Sun Design Family in 2016!
Finn Jeremiah Walters [left]was born on 9/21/2016
to Beth & John Walters.
Owen Michael Lane [right] was born on 9/19/2016
to Owen & Rachael Lane.

Trends: In-Law Suites for Multi-Generational Living
Spending time with family is priceless, and bringing your entire family together under one roof is
even more invaluable.
If you are considering multi-generational living,
we share five common themes observied when
designing In-Law Suites in one of our latest blogs:
To read this blog visit our website at
www.SunDesignInc.com/blog
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5795-B Burke Centre Parkway
Burke, VA 22015

703.425.5588 I SunDesignInc.com

About Sun Design
Sun Design, an architectural design-build remodeler, has been transforming fine Northern Virginia
and Montgomery County, MD homes for the past 29 years. Sun’s sparkling reputation has been built
on reinventing homes through the creative use of light and space, working closely with our clients,
with minimal impact on busy lives. The ultimate goal is to create spaces that are not only award
winning in their beauty, but that dramatically enhance quality of life today and in the years to come.

