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discovering potential in a 1950’s
mid-century modern home
Clients, Kelly and Mike, who wanted to live within the Lake
Barcroft community of Falls Church, had been looking for a
lake front property for several years. After viewing many homes
on the lake, senior design consultant, Roger Lataille, was asked
to view a piece of property with them to help identify a home’s
potential. “The first home I looked at with them wasn’t a waterfront property. It didn’t have the character and style that Kelly
and Mike seemed to be drawn to,” explains Roger. “The inside
was choppy and they would have had to make a significant
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discovering potential continued...

financial commitment to get it close to what they wanted, it just didn’t make sense.” While that property wasn’t the right fit for Kelly and Mike, it was within this mid-century modern, split-level home that
they found inspiration and reached out to Roger once again to see what the possibilities could be.
“We met with three different companies. We walked away from the first two feeling “good, ok, decent”,
but we walked away from Sun Design knowing that they were the one,” Kelly shared.
Having remodeled over 30 homes in the Lake Barcroft community, we asked Roger what made this
home the one. Roger said, “While the kitchen area was walled in with hardly any views to the lake, it
was easy to envision an open space that would work well for the family. Wanting a place to stay and
raise their children in the Lake Barcroft community, they had a wonderful opportunity when this
home came on the market. The purchase of this home made perfect sense for the financial commitment.” Kelly and Mike expressed their desire for more space for themselves, so the design team
proposed a master suite addition/pop-top with lake view, large walk-in closet and master bathroom.
Kelly commented, “Seeing the 3D renderings during the planning phase definitely helped us envision
what we were doing.” From there the design evolved even further.
The wall separating the kitchen from the family room was removed, not only opening up the interior
space, but also enhancing the sweeping views to their waterfront property.
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Steel moment framing was added to the rear window wall to support the new level above, along with
new fixed window panels.
Previously a long narrow hallway ending at the entrance to their master suite, the hallway was
widened. By slightly reconfiguring the entrance and modifying one of the closets to the original
master suite, it was within these modifications that space was found for the added laundry closet. The
old laundry room in the basement was transformed into a much-needed home office, where dad can
now work from home and spend more time with his family.
Features within the master bath addition include a free-standing tub, carbon finish poplar cabinetry,
and a shared double-sided entry shower separating his and her bathrooms. An enormous walk-in
closet with organized shelving and transom window for natural lighting rounds out the master suite
addition.
The new kitchen layout not only provides a welcoming environment where the children can do their
homework, while interacting with mom and dad, but has become the central hub for most all daily
activities.
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BEFORE

We asked Kelly if a friend was looking to remodel, what should they consider before picking a firm?
“Call at least three references. If you aren’t feeling 100% about a firm, there’s probably a reason why.
Speak up and be specific! The employees of the firm aren’t mind readers. If you want something, say
so, and don’t assume they think the way you do.”

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
Peer Recognition: MVP Awards

CLIENT
EXPERIENCE
Jorge Reyes,
Lead Carpenter

MENTOR
Mike Linder,
Project Manager

PERSONAL
GROWTH
Erin Garvey,
Director of First
Impressions

Every year the Sun Design Team votes on
it’s Most Valuable Players (MVP) in three
categories:
Mentor, Client Experience &
Personal Growth
Congratulations to the 2017 winners!
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NARI CotY AWARDS

2017 Superior Talent and Community Service

The NARI CotY Awards are this area’s most prestigious award in the field of home remodeling, design,
creativity and problem solving. The local Metro DC Chapter has the highest level of participation and
competition in the country.
Each project is individually ranked by a panel made up of architects, designers and remodelers
from outside of the judging area. Winners chosen from the Metro DC Area will compete at the
Regional level. Entries are also submitted and judged on a National level separate from the Regional
area.
This year Sun Design is proud to have won 11 Capital CotY Awards from the Metro DC
Chapter. Congratulations to our homeowners and their design-build teams. Winner placements
(1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th) will be announced at the NARI Capital CotY Awards Gala in early 2018.
View last years winners at:
http://www.narimetrodc.org/2016-coty-awards
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Over 200lbs of canned/boxed goods
donated to benefit the St. Lucy Project
Thank you to all those who were able to contribute in
support of the St. Lucy Project, a Catholic
Diocese of Arlington charity. Donations made
benefit food insecure residents, through Christ House
Food Pantry of Alexandria.
It was the nearly 100 attendees and Sun Design staff
that made this food drive successful, so thank you!

COMPANY PICNIC FUNDRAISER
Raised over $4,000 to benefit
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
Thank you to all 185 attendees (63 of which were
children!).
What a wonderful group of clients, employees,
and trade partners to join us this year and make
contributions to support research and treatments
for kids with cancer and other life-threatening
diseases.

SUN FUN
Company Retreat with River Riders

What a fun-filled and educational day! The first part
of the day was with New York Times Best Selling
Author, Steve McClatchy. We were motivated and
truly inspired by his unique and practical approach to
effectiveness and success.
From there, we headed over to Harpers Ferry for a
tame whitewater rafting experience, but a whole lot
of fun and WATER GUNS!
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About Sun Design
Sun Design, an architectural design-build remodeler, has been transforming fine Northern Virginia
and Montgomery County, MD homes for the past 29 years. Sun’s sparkling reputation has been built
on reinventing homes through the creative use of light and space, working closely with our clients,
with minimal impact on busy lives. The ultimate goal is to create spaces that are not only award
winning in their beauty, but that dramatically enhance quality of life today and in the years to come.

